


Greater Gratiot Development, Inc. (GGDI) was incorporated in 1978 to coordinate economic 

development and related services on behalf of the area municipalities and the County of Gratiot.  GGDI 

assists in the retention, expansion, & location of businesses in Gratiot County.  Additionally, GGDI initiates 

and participates in other activities designed to improve the economic climate in the Gratiot Community.  

This calendar features examples of projects that GGDI has worked on over the last five years! 

 
Since 1978, GGDI 

has assisted in 277  

projects resulting in  

$84.3 million in additional 

tax revenue and the 

creation of 2,237 
net jobs.  

For more information, visit 

www.gratiot.org 

GGDI countywide economic development services 

are supported by the Agriculture & Economic 

Development millage.  This millage is up for renewal 

in 2018. 

GGDI has assisted 

in the procurement of  

$10.85 million in grant  

dollars for various projects 

resulting in direct benefits 

and/or savings to 

Gratiot citizens. 

GGDI administers  

 the Brownfield Program,  

which has led to the 
redevelopment of several 

environmentally-challenged  

sites, 431 current jobs, and  

$154.78 million in  

new investment. 
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31     New Year’s Eve  

          

1   New Year’s Day  

         Kwanzaa ends 
          

2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15    Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Day 
16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

Notes: 
Collaborating to shape the Gratiot Community…. 



After locating in the Breckenridge Industrial, Technology and 

Agribusiness Park in 2011, GGDI has assisted Integrity Fab with 

two expansions.  In 2013, the company expanded with $500,000 

in new equipment.  In 2016, the company added 35,000 sq. ft. with 

a $1.8 million investment.  Integrity now employs 80 people! 
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28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13  14     Valentine’s Day  15 16 17 

18 19     Presidents’ Day  20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 1 2 3 

Notes: 
Collaborating to shape the Gratiot Community…. 



For more information on Wind Development in Gratiot County, please visit www.gratiot.org 

GGDI assisted in the planning and development of two wind 
parks: Gratiot County Wind, LLC and Beebe Renewable 

Energy, LLC.  These projects resulted in: 

 $30.38 million in additional tax revenue since 2012 

 $11.75 million to Gratiot County 

 $14.85 million to local school districts and RESDs 

 $3.78 million to local townships 

 300 temporary skilled construction jobs and 19 

permanent full-time maintenance jobs 

 Land payments to benefit approximately 350 families  

Pine River Wind Energy, locally approved in 2017, will begin 
construction in 2018 in Pine River Township and Coe 

Township in Isabella County. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

25 26 27 28 1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11     Daylight Saving Time 
             (Start) 

12 13 14 15 16 17     St. Patrick’s Day 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30     Good Friday  31     First Day of Passover 

Notes: 
Collaborating to shape the Gratiot Community…. 



GGDI administers the Brownfield Redevelopment program of Gratiot County.  The program 

is intended to redevelop sites that are perceived to be environmentally contaminated or 
obsolete for clean-up/development into useful commercial and industrial sites.  As a result, 

these sites will have greater value, leading to additional tax revenue and increased jobs. 

EPA grant 

funds secured 

Private 

investment  

Sites 

redeveloped 

$399,938 $154,778,450 21 

431 Current jobs: 

$11,000,000 invested 

122 jobs 

Alma, MI 

$2,079,287 invested 

37 jobs 

Bethany Township, MI 

$6,933,856 invested 

12 jobs 

Ashley, MI 

Expected: 
$129,000,000 invested 

74 jobs 

Ithaca, MI 



Notes: 
Collaborating to shape the Gratiot Community…. 
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1     Easter  2 3 4 5 6 7     Passover ends  

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15  16 17 18 19 20 21 

22     Earth Day  23 24 25     Administrative  

             Professionals’ Day  
26 27 28 

29 30 1 2 3 4 5 



Alma, MI 

Employees: 320 

Established: 1972 

In the past five years, Avalon has completed two expansions.  In 
2013, Avalon completed a $3 million 55,000 sq. ft. building and 
equipment expansion.  Avalon’s most recent expansion will be 

complete in 2018.  It includes a 77,000 sq. ft. building expansion 
valued at $760,000 and new equipment valued at $4.14 million. 
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29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13     Mother’s Day  14 15 16  First Day of Ramadan  17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26      

27 28     Memorial Day  29 30 31 1 2 

Notes: 
Collaborating to shape the Gratiot Community…. 



ZFS Ithaca, LLC 

GGDI assisted the ZFS Ithaca, LLC project in securing state incentives, managing 
Brownfield financing, and supporting overall project development. 

Expected investment: $129 million 
Expected jobs: 74 full-time jobs 

Expected operation date: Fall 2018 

The pictures show construction progress on the 435-acre site.  
They are provided courtesy of  

Detailed Aerial Solutions / E & S Graphics of Ithaca, Michigan. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27  28     Memorial Day  29 30 31 1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14   Ramadan ends 15 16 

17     Father’s Day  18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Notes: 
Collaborating to shape the Gratiot Community…. 





Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4     Independence Day 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19     Rural Urban Day 20 21 

22     Parents’ Day 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

Notes: 
Collaborating to shape the Gratiot Community…. 



Michigan State University (MSU) Extension helps people improve their 
lives by bringing the vast knowledge and resources of MSU directly to 

individuals, communities, and businesses.  MSU has helped grow Gratiot 
County’s economy by equipping Michigan residents with the information 
needed to do their jobs effectively, raise healthy and safe families, build 

their communities, and empower children to dream of a successful future.   

 
Celebrating 100 years in 2018! 

www.msue.anr.msu.edu 

MSU Extension services include: 
 Developing youth and communities: 
      -Providing Extension programs, like 4-H, to support 

school readiness and other life skills 

 Ensuring safe and secure food: 
     -Making healthy food affordable and accessible 
 Building strong communities: 
     -Promoting good governance & community development 
 Establishing strong businesses: 
      -Working with entrepreneurs in the MSU Product Center 

 Keeping people healthy: 
      -Teaching healthy behaviors and food handling practices 

 Making the most of natural assets: 
     -Uncovering income-generating opportunities that   

respect ecological principles 
 Supporting food and agriculture: 
     -Assisting farmers and agribusiness professionals in 

growing and commercializing commodities and helping 
residents to grow their own food 

MSU Extension services (including 4-H) and Greater Gratiot 
Development services are funded through the Gratiot County millage 

for Agriculture and Economic Development.   
 

The millage is up for renewal this month. 
 

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. 

http://www.msue.msu.edu/


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

5 6 7     Election Day 

         Vote on the MSUE (4-H)         

         and GGDI millage 

8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

Notes: 
Collaborating to shape the Gratiot Community…. 



St. Louis, MI (Woodside Industrial Centre) 

Employees: 89 

Established: 1991 

PPI has completed two expansions in the last five years.  The first, in 
2013, was an equipment expansion valued at $556,000.  In 2015, the 

company added state-of-the-art robotic sprayers and increased 

production space for a total investment of $2.4 million. 
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26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

2 3     Labor Day 4 5 6 7 8 

9     Grandparents’ Day 10     First Day of Rosh 

             Hashanah 

  

11     Patriot Day  

             Rosh Hashanah ends 
12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19    Yom Kippur 20      21      22 
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30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Notes: 
Collaborating to shape the Gratiot Community…. 





Notes: 
Collaborating to shape the Gratiot Community…. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8     Columbus Day 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16     National Boss’s Day 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29  30 31     Halloween 1 2 3 



GGDI facilitated the 2017 Gratiot County Master Plan process, where government 
officials, community leaders, and interested citizens came together to set long-term 
goals for the County.  Gratiot County is the only community in the state where all 

23 units of government collaborate on one comprehensive plan. 

To learn more, visit 

www.gogrowgratiot.org 

A Master Plan is a legal 
requirement by the state.  
It also helps communities 
in receiving grant dollars 

and other state assistance. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 29 30 31     Halloween 1 2 3 

4     Daylight Saving Time  

         (End) 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11     Veterans Day 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22     Thanksgiving 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

Notes: 
Collaborating to shape the Gratiot Community…. 





Notes: 
Collaborating to shape the Gratiot Community…. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

2 3     First Day of Hanukkah 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10     Hanukkah ends 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24     Christmas Eve 25     Christmas Day 26     Kwanzaa begins 27 28 29 

30 31     New Year’s Eve 1     New Year’s Day 

         Kwanzaa ends 
2 3 4 5 



Business development projects are only possible if 

sufficient appropriate land is available.  Gratiot County 

boasts five Michigan Certified Business Parks.  Certified 

Business Parks are typically government-owned and 

have readily available municipal services and 

aesthetically pleasing features.  These combined factors 

make for a streamlined development process.  Certified 

Business Parks are promoted internationally by the 

Michigan Economic Developers Association and the 

Michigan Economic Development Corporation. 

For map downloads, scan 

the smartphone QR code 

or visit www.gratiot.org 
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Successful economic development coordinates many activities and players within a market area to create a business-friendly 

environment.  Long-term success depends on consistent engagement year after year. 

GGDI is proud to be a partner of the Michigan Economic Development Corporation.  Statewide business information may be found at 

www.michiganbusiness.org 

GGDI is pleased to work with all local municipalities.  The principal local partners working with GGDI include: 

City of Alma 
Matt Schooley, Interim City Manager 
mschooley@ci.alma.mi.us 

Aeric Ripley, Downtown Development 
aripley@ci.alma.mi.us 

(989) 463-8336 
 
Gratiot Area Chamber of Commerce 
Taryn Blanshan, Executive Director 
chamberdirector@gratiot.org 

(989) 463-5525 
 

 
Pine River Township 
Kevin Beeson, Township Supervisor 
supervisor@pinerivertwp.org 

(989) 681-5523 
 

Village of Ashley 
Ann Paksi, Village President 
ashleyvillage@bearnet.net 

(989) 847-3050 
 
 

 
Gratiot County 
Tracey Cordes, County Administrator 
tcordes@gratiotmi.com 

(989) 875-5282 
 
 
City of St. Louis 
Kurt Giles, City Manager 
kgiles@stlouismi.com 

Phil Hansen, Downtown Development 
phansen@stlouismi.com 

(989) 681-2137 

Village of Breckenridge 
Jeff Ostrander, Village Manager 
manager@breckenridgemi.com 

(989) 842-3109 
 
 
 

City of Ithaca 
Chris Yonker, City Manager 
manager@ithacami.com 

(989) 875-3200 
 
 
*GGDI works with all local units of 
government as opportunities arise.  Examples 
include countywide master planning and 
commercial-scale wind energy development.  
Both required extensive countywide 
coordination. 



The companies, organizations, and developments highlighted in this calendar 
are representative of recent projects, initiatives, and services in Gratiot County.   

The projects and developments cross the entire county and involve almost all 
economic sectors.   

GGDI focuses on projects which are of base economic significance. 

If you have an idea or know of a project opportunity, please contact GGDI. 

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER 

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL 

MAY JULY AUGUST JUNE 


